
Y ouôre looking at the premiere issue of our brand new Lamplighter. 

With this September 2010 edition of 

Resurrectionôs monthly newsletter, the 

Lamplighter will take an exciting new 

direction in church communications.  

After reviewing other churchesô publi-

cations and key principles for monthly 

newsletters, we developed a set of ob-

jectives for the new Lamplighter. These 

objectives are all inspired by Resurrec-

tionôs Mission Statement:  Care, Share, 

Prepare and Dare. The new Lamp-

lighterôs editorial focus is geared to: 

¶ Encourage and build the faith 
life of Resurrection members  

¶ Create a sense of family and 
connection among members  

¶ Inform readers of Resurrec-
tionôs upcoming ministries, 
events, and programs  

¶ Offer reviews and resources to 
augment Christian study and 
spiritual growth  

¶ Serve as a pass along evangelis-
tic tool from members to others  

 

Youôve probably already noticed the 

new design and leaner, cleaner look. 

Turn to the inside pages, and youôll find 

articles that develop this monthôs 

theme: ñNew Beginnings.ò Youôll easily 

find the feature story in each issue, lo-

cated on the center spread. This month, 

Pastor Browning contributes our fea-

ture and highlights new beginnings that 

God offers to us as members of Godôs 

family at Resurrection.  

Another new department, ñDaily 

Bread,ò will help to expand your under-

standing and appreciation for Godôs 

Word. Youôll gain insights from various 

people with thoughts and reflections on 

our Verse of the Month. Turn to the 

back cover and read Pastor Vetranoôs 

comments on 2 Corinthians 5:17. 

Youôll note ñadsò for opportunities to 

get involved in upcoming studies, ser-

mon series, and special events like the 

Café Ablaze Christian Coffeehouse (see 

page 4). You can connect names to 

faces, as your new Lamplighter will 

include plenty of photos.  

With our new ñMedia Reviewò section, 

youôll learn about books, web sites, mu-

sic, movies and other new releases that 

can help you choose these resources for 

yourself, your family and others. (See 

page 3 for a review of a great book, The 

Spirituality of the Cross .)  

We pray youôll delve deeply into each 

upcoming issue and come away in-

spired, encouraged, and more equipped 

for the abundant life that Jesus prom-

ises. After youôve absorbed all the treas-

ures from your monthly Lamplighter, 

we believe youôll want to share the 

wealth with someone elseða family 

member, neighbor, friend, or co -

worker. We hope youôll thoughtfully 

and proudly pass it on. 
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Ginny DeMille  

is Minister of Christian Outreach  

for Resurrection & THE LIFE  

and loves to travel. 
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Your Gifts Help Us Grow  

A few years ago, we made the commit-

ment to be a congregation offering con-

tinuous ministries 12 months a year. I 

know I take this blessing for granted 

until Linda and I travel. Many churches 

we visit hunker down in the summer, 

eliminating almost all activities and in 

some cases even reducing Sunday wor-

ship to one service. This is a downward 

spiral. Fewer ministries mean fewer 

reasons to come to church which trans-

late into fewer gifts so then more minis-

tries have to be eliminated which 

means even fewer people, and so on. 

Thankfully, Resurrection is just the 

opposite. However, adequately servic-

ing our many ministries does require 

funding. The new budget that began 

July 1 calls for a 4.5% increase in con-

tributions which was approved by you, 

the voting body. For Resurrection to 

continue in year round ministry, for 

your benefit as well as others, consider 

what part you will play in accomplish-

ing this.  

Exterior work at THE LIFE was done 

these past few months. Original win-

dows were replaced, repointing was 

done in many areas, and the façade was 

resurfaced. All of this work was the 

next step in improving the use of the  

facility that had been neglected for 

many years. The new entry systems at 

both Resurrection and THE LIFE will 

take getting used to but they are for the 

safety and security of not only our 

buildings, but the people who work, 

worship, and visit there. Planning con-

tinues at Resurrection for the best loca-

tion for a restroom on the sanctuary 

level. To get this project started as soon 

as planning is complete, a fund raiser 

may be needed. Please see me if you are 

interested in supporting this specific 

need ahead of time. 

Finally, in the time he has been with us 

we have called him Justin or Vicar 

Justin. Now that he has been ordained, 

he has assumed the role of pastor. As 

you do when addressing Pastor Brown-

ing, please give Pastor Vetrano the 

same courtesy. The office of pastor de-

serves our respect. 

 

Looking at the  
Numbers  
 
We have closed our fiscal year which 

ended June 30; this report will sum-

marize the fiscal results.  

Current Fund receipts were roughly 

2% below budget and last year. Mis-

sion receipts were 6% below last year 

and substantially below an unrealistic 

budget. Taken together, Current and 

Missions were 3% below last year and 

8% below budget, resulting in a nega-

tive bottom line for the year.  

Our Ablaze project at THE LIFE re-

sulted in a net cost to Resurrection of 

about $80,000, marginally below the 

net cost last year.  

On the positive side, the financial 

results of the Preschool were out-

standing, producing a surplus that 

significantly exceeded both budget 

and last year. The Preschool has par-

tially funded the operating and mis-

sion programs of Resurrection as well 

as the program at THE LIFE.  

The bottom line is that our opera-

tions produced a loss of $21,000 on 

revenue of $1.1 million. While the net 

loss is relatively small, it would have 

been considerably larger had Pre-

school not had such an outstanding 

year. We will continue to control 

costs and also ask the congregation to 

consider increasing giving as we 

strive to eliminate the deficit.  

Lloyd Wardley  

serves Resurrection as Church President 

and also heads up Resurrection  

Renovation. 

John Mesloh  

is Treasurer of Resurrerction 

Rally Day & Back to School Blessing  
September 12th. Sunday School Starts today! We will give a special 

blessing to all students and teachers as we begin a new school year!  

 

Adult Bible Study  òLukeõs Gospeló  
Begins September 19th, 10am. Take a journey and investigate the 

amazing life and work of the Man called God.   
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Fall Like Rain  

Author Gene Veith talks about the 

book: 

òI wrote Spirituality of the Cross as 

a kind of experiment in apologetics 

and evangelism to the postmodern-

ist mindset. I aimed the book par-

tially at those people who say they 

are ôspiritualõ but not ôreligious.õ 

òChristianity has its spiritualityñnot 

the vague cloudy idealistic mysti-

cism that is usually associated with 

that word, but rather mysteries 

grounded in the Incarnation of God, 

His death on a bloody piece of 

wood, His physical resurrection, 

bread, wine, water, and our own 

ordinary callings of everyday life. 

That spirituality can still be found in 

the Lutheran tradition, though Lu-

therans today have often forgotten 

it just like everyone else. 

òI am especially gratified to hear 

from people who have converted ... 

to Christianity after reading this 

book. Often their parents or a 

friend has bought it for them. I am 

also gratified, of course, to hear 

from people who have recovered 

their own spiritual heritage.ó 

I was recently out shopping for some 

baby gear with my wife, when all of a 

sudden, the skies grayed over, the 

clouds rolled in, the thunder shook the 

store, and the rain began to pour from 

above. I was caught unprepared for this 

ñinconvenience.ò People were lining up 

near the exit just waiting for the rain to 

die down so they could make the mad 

dash to their vehicles and find some 

relief from the unexpected shower. 

I, like most people, began to mumble 

and complain about this weather. Rain 

just ruins everything, doesn't it? How 

many events have been postponed, ac-

tivities cancelled, and plans just utterly 

ruined by rain? We all know ñrain is 

good for the earthò ï but we donôt 

really like to think about that when itôs 

our lives that are interrupted by ñbadò 

weather. 

What if rain was a symbol of Godôs love 

for us? What if every time it rained you 

remembered God and what he pro-

vides? 

ñLet my teaching fall like rain and my 

words descend like dew, like showers 

on new grass, like abundant rain on 

tender plants.ò Deuteronomy 32:2  

Did you find anything interesting with 

the adjectives used to describe the grass 

and plants? Rain falls on everything 

when it falls, but God chose the words 

ñnewò and ñtenderò to describe what his 

teaching will fall on.  

In Christ we are a new creation. And 

hereôs good news for everyone...in 

Christ you will never grow old. You may 

earn some gray hairs or wrinkles...your 

body may grow weak...but we are al-

ways new each and every day because 

of Godôs great love for us. Each day we 

fall short of God's glory, but we are 

made new by God's grace and forgive-

ness, which was won for us by Jesus on 

the cross  and given to us daily by the 

power of His word and through our 

baptism.  

Next time it rains, remember that God 

renews you through His Word, by his 

Son, and with your brothers and sisters 

in Christ. God is pouring out his love on 

you! Wait a minuteéwas that a drop? 

Nathan Erb  

is Director of Youth and Family Ministry at 

Resurrection and likes when it rains. 

The Spirituality of the Cross  

Gene Edward Veith, Jr. 

Concordia  Publishing House, 2010 

Join us on the Resurrection Lawn after Church!  

 

Fun. Burgers. Games. Fun. Crafts. Hot  

Dogs. Fellowship. Brats. Activities.  

Friends. Desserts. More Fun. 

 
Contact the church office for more information.  
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Welcome Back!  
Rally Day September 12 

Neil Diamond may sing about ñhot August 

nightsò, but Long Islanders have experi-

enced an entire summer to the tune of ñHot! 

Hot! Hot!ò Weôre all anticipating the return 

of crisper autumn weather and the activities 

associated with the start of a new school 

year.  On Sept. 12, Resurrection will cele-

brate its own homecoming. Back -to -

Church Sunday  marks the reunion of our 

church familyéand a return to all the tradi-

tions and innovations we share in our life 

together in 

Christ. 

Rally Day is the 

official start of 

the new season of 

Sunday School. 

Families with 

children age three 

to senior high 

school will meet 

together at 9:45 a.m. in the sanctuary for 

registration and the opening program. 

Then, all students will proceed to their re-

spective classrooms, the youngest accompa-

nied by their parents. Subsequent weeks, 

the opening begins at the same time but is 

located in the gym. This year, all students  

will be involved in the opening program, 

with a rotating focus on each individual age 

group. Also, plans are in place to form a 

Sunday School Choir in which all the chil-

dren can experience music as a form of wor-

ship and praise. 

In their Sunday School class, students ex-

perience Bible lessons in a tangible way 

through interactive learning, games, and 

hands-on activities. Corresponding take-

home materials enable parents to reinforce 

the message within the family environment. 

Of course, parents and young adults can get 

even more involved by volunteering to 

teach a class, or to assist in the classroom 

or nursery. Interested? Contact Nathan 

Erb, n.erb@resgc.org. 

Adult education opportunities also abound 

at Resurrection. While Sunday School is in 

session, our pas-

tors conduct Bible 

Study in the sanc-

tuary. The next 

study is the book 

of Luke. 

Do you have 

friends who are 

unchurched? 

Could a Bible 

Study be a ñfirst stepò for someone you 

know? Do your children have friends who 

would enjoy the Sunday School experience?  

Consider saying this to them: ñIôm going 

back to my church on September 12. Come 

with me and see whatôs happening.ò Resur-

rection and THE LIFE is a Christian Com-

munity. Letôs get ready to rally!             

Nancy Garbowski  

is Church Council Chair of Christian 

Education. She served many years as 

Sunday School Superintendent at 

Redeemer Lutheran Church, Westbury. 

Dove Award winning artist Mitch McVicker is our 

guest performer. His beautiful music will inspire you.  

For more information and tickets visit resgc.org 
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The views and opinions expressed in this 

publication are not necessarily held by the 
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have questions or comments about any 

content, please contact Pastor Browning.  

mailto:n.erb@resgc.org?subject=From%20Lamplighter%20Articlec


September 2010     the Lamplighter 5 www.resgc.org 

I  
n my experience, people love new 

stuff. Whether itôs walking into 

your new house for the very first 

time, pulling into your driveway in your 

brand new car, having a great meal at a 

new restaurant, or even walking around 

in a new pair of shoes, thereôs nothing 

quite like the feeling of having some-

thing thatôs new. But our love of the 

new extends beyond the realm of items. 

Many of us love new experiences, new 

opportunities, and new possibilities 

that are presented to us in the course of 

our lives. Simply put, many of us enjoy 

newness in all of its many forms and 

guises.      

Thatôs why September always seems to 

be such an exciting time in and around 

the Resurrection community.  Perhaps 

more than any other time in the church 

year, September offers so many new 

opportunities for people to come and 

celebrate the Good News of Jesus 

Christ. We look forward to a new sea-

son of Sunday School, and a new adult 

Bible study, focusing on the life of Je-

sus Christ as presented in the Gospel of 

Luke.  

But Sunday morning is just the tip of 

the iceberg in terms of all that is new at 

Resurrection this Fall.  New opportuni-

ties abound throughout the week for 

you to connect, grow, serve, learn, and 

enjoy the fullness of what it means to 

be a member of Godôs family. Each and 

every one of the new opportunities 

available to you at this congregation 

represents a celebration of the greatest 

of all truths: God makes our lives new 

through his son Jesus Christ.      

And what better way to kick off a new 

season of ministry and present all the 

new happenings at this faith commu-

nity than with a new version of our be-

loved Lamplighter.  You will notice not 

only a new look to newsletter this 

month but also a variety of new fea-

tures, articles, and voices.  

Take a look through the pages of our all 

new Lamplighter and see all that is 

new at Resurrection and THE LIFE, 

both now and in the days to come. Be 

sure to look for more new possibilities, 

new faces, and new features in the 

Lamplighter  in the months ahead as 

well. My hope is that the new Lamp-

lighter will prove to be a blessing in 

helping you better know your church 

and take full advantage of all thatôs 

available to you and your family 

through your church.   

Finally, I would be remiss if I did not 

thank all those who worked tirelessly to 

put the new Lamplighter together in 

time for its September debut. Special 

thanks to Ginny DeMille and Nathan 

Erb for their months of work on this 

newsletter. 

Whether itõs walking into your new house for the 
very first time, pulling into your driveway in your 

brand new car, having a great meal at a new       
restaurant, or even walking around in a new pair 
of shoes, thereõs nothing quite like the feeling of  

having something thatõs new. 

Pastor Jeff Browning 

Pastor Browning is the Senior Pastor at 

Resurrection and THE LIFE.  He thoroughly 

enjoys new stuff, especially shopping for 

new shoes with his wife, Amber.  
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ñForget the former things; do not dwell 

on the past. See I am doing a new 

thing! Now it springs up; do you not 

perceive it?ò Isaiah 43: 18-19 

God wants to do a new thing in your life 

and hold your hand every step of the 

way. Begin again with Him and give 

Him first place in all you do. The secret 

is to know that Godôs plans for you are 

good and that He will lead you every 

step of the way on this journey of life. 

Join us at First Place 4 Health ï a Bible 

based weight loss and wellness pro-

gram. Make a new beginning this fall. 

Learn about ñGiving Christ Control.ò 

Meetings will be held every Monday 

beginning Sept. 13, from 7:15 until 8:30 

p.m.  

Please contact Linda Wardley, 516-746-

4426, or ljwardley410@yahoo.com  

with any questions. 

Give New Moms  
a Head Start  
Preparing for the arrival of a baby re-

quires a lot of planning and shopping. 

Many new mothers in our area are 

blessed to have beautiful and well con-

structed baby and toddler clothing that 

is only gently used by the time their 

children outgrow them. At Resurrec-

tion, the Womenôs Ministries Group is 

collecting gently used baby and toddler 

clothing to distribute to people who 

desperately need it through Lutheran 

Social Services of New York and New 

Life Center of Long Island (LSS of NY), 

in Uniondale. LSS of NY is a resource 

for agencies and hospitals that refer 

clients who are eligible to receive assis-

tance. After receiving a referral, LSS of 

NY draws from their New Mother Pro-

gram supplies, Food Pantry, or School 

Supply Program to provide needed 

items. 

Please consider donating clean and 

gently used baby and toddler clothing 

that you no longer need. Donations will 

be gladly accepted from Sunday, Sept. 

26 to Wednesday, Oct. 6. Place donated 

items on the stage in the gym during 

church office hours, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Monday to Friday or when the church 

is open for worship. Please note that 

due to frequent recalls and safety con-

cerns, NO BABY EQUIPMENT OR 

TOYS OF ANY KIND CAN BE AC-

CEPTED. If you have any questions, 

call Sharon Meyer at 516-671-6488. 

Sharon Meyer  

has especially enjoyed working with the 

Resurrection Youth Group over the last 20 

years. 

A new mom enjoys time with her baby 

Begin A  
New Thing  
in Your Life  

Linda Wardley 

is Resurrectionõs Parish Nurse  

and Minister of Christian Care.  

Get your flu shot at church this year. Con-

tact Linda Wardley for more information. 
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Friday September 24th  
At The Lifeðbegins 9am 

 

Friday September 29th  
At Resurrectionðbegins 9am 

mailto:ljwardley410@yahoo.com

