
I   just finished the first session of our 

new Thursday morning Bible study, 

based on the Apostle Paulôs letter to the 

Romans. As much as any book in the 

Bible, Romans outlines the idea of sal-

vation through Christ so clearly and 

concisely. In my mind, the highpoint of 

the letter comes at the end of chapter 8, 

when the writer articulates our greatest 

comfort, ñFor I am convincedéthat 

nothing in all of creation will be able to 

separate us from the love of God in 

Christ Jesus our Lord.ò As we embark 

on a new Bible class, looking forward to 

many weeks of learning and remember-

ing the most important lessons of life 

with God, 

the truth of 

Christôs un-

breakable 

love remains 

firmly at the 

center of 

everything. 

As I went 

from that 

Bible class in 

the church and made my way back to 

my office, I came across one of our pre-

school teachers in the hallway comfort-

ing a little boy who was desperately 

missing his mommy. The teacher gave 

the boy a small rock with a cross 

painted on it. She told the boy to keep 

the cross in his pocket all day so that he 

could remember that Jesus is always 

with us, no matter what.  

The connection between the Romans 

class and this moment was inevitable. 

Nothing can separate us from Christ . 

The lesson is really the same, whether 

itôs a class full of adults or small chil-

dren. As we consider the journey of 

every Christian, through baptismal wa-

ter and Godôs Word, we are trans-

formed and become eternal members 

of Christôs kingdom. As members of his 

kingdom, we are blessed by the fact 

that Christ is always active in our lives. 

Amazingly, our transformation is an 

ongoing process. We are a work in pro-

gress all throughout our lives. Learning 

about him and his love truly is for life.  

We see that at Resurrection and The 

Life. Whether itôs the preschool, the 

Sunday school, 

our homework 

help program, 

youth groups, 

Confirmation 

program, or 

any of the wide 

array of our 

adult studies, 

learning is 

truly a lifelong 

process at the church. Be sure to get 

involved with some of the many oppor-

tunities available at the church, many 

of which are presented on the pages of 

this monthôs Lamplighter . 
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President Announces òWorship is ôCoolerõ 
at The Lifeó 

T he semi-annual Blood Drive occurs 

on Monday, Oct. 4, at Resurrec-

tion.  If you can give blood and have not 

signed up yet, please do it now. Linda 

will be more than happy to work with 

you on a convenient appointment time.  

Due to personal circumstances, Kathy 

Shohfi has been excused from further 

service on Church Council. We will con-

tinue to keep Kathy and her son Tom in 

our prayers. (I am happy to report that  

Nicole Brown has agreed to replace 

Kathy as Fellowship Chair. Please 

thank Nicole for leading this important 

ministry.)  

We recently received a major gift from 

a member specifically for air condition-

ing the sanctuary at The Life. Along 

with other member gifts earmarked for 

this purpose, the project is fully under-

written at no expense to our budget. As 

we worship there next summer in the 

cool, know there are very generous an-

gels sitting amongst us.  

The school year is now underway, and I 

want to underscore the Dismissal Pol-

icy at both preschools. Our new insur-

ance carrier requires that parents keep 

their children away from playing in 

areas of the property not intended for 

that purpose, such as climbing trees 

and scaling the handrails in front of 

church, after they are dismissed from 

school each day. Your supervision is 

needed to insure your children are not 

injured.  

I have signed a contract welcoming 

back Marlin Gallery to conduct an art 

auction on Friday, Feb. 4, 2011. The 

auction held earlier this year was a 

great success and helped two important 

ministries. More information will be 

coming from the auction committee.  

If you are a participant in any Thrivent 

products, you may have recently re-

ceived a letter telling you the amount of 

money, based on your premiums paid, 

Lloyd Wardley  

serves Resurrection as Church President 

and also heads up Resurrection  

Renovation. 

Some people may wonder if we are 

making a difference in these childrenôs 

lives. I believe the answer is an un-

equivocal YES.  At the end of the school 

year, I contacted Cheri DeBellis, the 

head teacher at Drexel Avenue School, 

the source of many of our students.  

Cheri told me that the Homework Help 

Program at The Life is now accepted as 

a part of their school building and that 

we are making a difference for the chil-

dren. She also shared a story about the 

team meetings at Drexel. Teachers be-

gan reporting that some of the children 

(Continued on page 6) 

T his year will be our third year of 

operating Homework Help. While 

we continually reevaluate the program, 

the fundamentals of the program re-

main the same: young children come to 

a safe and nurturing environment 

where they have the opportunity to 

play, eat and get help with their school 

work in an environment of Christian 

love and respect.   

I am pleased to report that Jackie Kil-

dale will serve as our new Director of 

the Homework Help Program. She is 

currently earning her Masterôs Degree 

in Education at CW Post College.  

Homework Help Makes Big 
Difference   

that Thrivent is ready to give to the des-

ignated Lutheran organization of your 

choice, including congregations. I urge 

you to take advantage of the Choice 

Dollars program and designate Resur-

rection as the recipient. This is free 

money! The only cost to you is your 

time to register. Please see me if you 

have questions about the process. 

by LAURA BAUER 
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Youth Share Godõs Love 
through Mission Trip  

O n a Friday evening last July, four 

van loads of very tired but excited 

youth unloaded their duffels of sleeping 

bags and dirty gear onto Resurrectionôs 

lawn while they looked for their parents 

to pick them up. They had come from a 

heart-changing experience and had so 

many stories to share. 

One week earlier, the youth of Resur-

rection and The Life had set off for two 

YouthWorks ministry sites in Pennsyl-

vania to share in a week of service. 

When we arrived at our base sites, we 

learned how YouthWorks worked with 

community leaders to locate and pro-

vide volunteers at different organiza-

tions. In addition to doing the physical 

work, the 

youth were 

taught that 

spending 

time with 

people and 

building re-

lationships 

were of ut-

most impor-

tance. 

As one of the youth leaders from Resur-

rection, I watched our group blend 

quickly with kids from other states in 

worship, devotions, and games and, of 

course, the work. Some students 

worked for hours at food banks boxing 

food for delivery. At one warehouse, we 

spent the day searching for good onions 

among the majority of rotten ones. The 

reason for this became clear to youth 

serving at the food stand as they helped 

community members who had been 

waiting on line since the early morning 

to be able to take home some fruit and 

vegetables among their other dry 

goods. 

Some groups went to the homes of eld-

erly individuals to help clean, paint and 

repair houses and yards. Other groups 

worked at inner city day care facilities 

or nursing homes. Whether working 

directly with people or being 

the volunteers behind closed 

doors doing monotonous 

work, the students shared 

the power of Godôs love 

through service, fellowship 

and compassion. We are 

blessed with some hard-

working and inspiring 

young people at Resurrec-

tion and The Life. 

 

YouVersion.com  is òa revolutionary 

online and mobile Bible that en-

ables community and collaboration 

like never before.ó  

You can choose from numerous 

Bible versionsðKing James, to Am-

plified, to New Century. You can tag, 

email or link sections of the Bible 

that appeal to you. Thereõs journal 

space to write down thoughts and 

questions. You can listen to the 

Audio Bible (Faith Comes By Hear-

ing) in any of hundreds of lan-

guages. Thereõs a forum to discuss 

the Bible with other members.   

And itõs all free.  

Features: 

òBible Readeró to study any part of Scrip-

ture. 

Browse by books of the Bible.  

41 different Bible translations available 

in 21 different languages.  

The One-Year Bible Reading Plan pro-

vides daily selections to help you read 

through the entire Bible in one year.  

Choose from dozens of unique reading 

plans to help you read the Bible consis-

tently. 

Learn from others by checking out re-

cent user contributions from YouVer-

sion.com.  

Download the free Bible app to your 

mobile phone and read the Bible any-

where.  
Sharon Meyer  

has especially enjoyed working with 

the Resurrection Youth Group  

over the last 20 years. 

A group of new friends host a neighborhood BBQ . 

Entire group of participants pose at PA Capitol building during a scavenger hunt. 
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Share, Study, Celebrate in 
Small Groups  

S mall Group Studies start up again this 

Fall at the Lutheran Church of the Res-

urrection. Small Group Leaders are busy 

contacting congregation members to find 

out availability and topic choices in order to 

form small groups. We are thrilled to see so 

many people eager to take part in this won-

derful Christian educational fellowship ex-

perience. 

Why join a Small Group? Our faithful and 

faith -filled ancestors advised us to do so. As 

we strive to do the work 

Christ has called us to do: 

ñAll scripture is God-

breathed and is useful for 

teaching, rebuking, correct-

ing, and training in right-

eousness, so that the man of 

God may be thoroughly 

equipped for every good 

work.ò 2 Timothy 3:16-17  

Other wonderful blessings 

result from Small Group 

study. We meet new friends 

in Christ. We develop a 

close, loyal circle of trust 

among these Christian men and women 

with whom we study month in, month out. 

Through Small Group Study, we have an 

opportunity to draw closer to God, and in 

doing so, we deepen our faith and increase 

our wisdom: ñYes, if you want better insight 

and discernment and are searching for 

them as you would for lost money or hidden 

treasure, then wisdom will be given you, 

and knowledge of God Himself.... For the 

Lord grants wisdom! His every word is a 

treasure of knowledge and understanding.ò 

Proverbs 2:3-6 

Personally, I have always noticed a huge 

difference in my life when I am ñin group 

study of the Wordò as opposed to when I am 

not meeting regularly to read the Bible with 

others. I experience greater peace, deeper 

joy, a strong and secure feeling of being 

connected to God, and I have more confi-

dence to deal with the trials and tribula-

tions of life in a blessed manner. Simply 

put, when I study Godôs Word in Small 

Group, I feel like ñall is right with the 

world.ò 

New Member Jeanine Martin participated 

in a Small Group Study with other mem-

bers of Resurrection prior to joining the 

church last May. ñOne way that Small 

Group Study blessed my life was that my 

husband came with me to the group. It was 

a way for us to get out of the house as a cou-

ple to study Godôs word ï a nice date with 

people of like minds and 

interests.ò 

Member Holly Pincus who 

enjoyed a Resurrection 

Small Group Study said, ñI 

have always found the ex-

perience to be so meaning-

ful...the words to the song 

(and Bible verse) come to 

mind, ófor wherever two or 

more of you are gathered in 

His name....ô Being part of a 

small group allowed for eve-

ryone to share thoughts and 

questions in a warm and 

supportive environment. The conversation 

and study were always uplifting and enjoy-

able, and many times my husband and I 

continued the conversation well after the 

evening.ò 

After joining Resurrection, member Gabe 

Cavacchioli participated in a Small Group 

Study and said, ñI enjoyed the spiritual ban-

ter back and forth and the unique points of 

view expressed by the others on many of 

the topics discussed in our group.ò 

This Fall, Small Groups at Resurrection will 

study ñGospel in Life,ò by Timothy Keller. 

Itôs an engaging discussion of how the Gos-

pel changes your heart, changes your com-

munity, and changes how you live in the 

world.  
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The views and opinions expressed in this 

publication are not necessarily held by the 

Lutheran Church of the Resurrection. If you 

have questions or comments about any 

content, please contact Pastor Browning.  

Deb Cavacchioli  

enjoys worshipping at Resurrection with her 

husband Gabe and daughters, Noelle and Alexa 

(when they are home from college).  She is currently 

a deacon-in-training. 


