
I  tôs Advent, a time of preparation. One of the things now being pre-

pared is the annual Sunday School 

Christmas program. This year, the pag-

eant will be presented on Sunday, De-

cember 19, during the 11 a.m. worship 

service. 

Pam Mirabella, who is directing this 

yearôs program, explains why the Sun-

day School program 

is important. ñFor 

me, (and I have said 

this every year at 

the pageant), itôs 

not really Christmas 

until I hear the chil-

dren tell (the story). 

There is something 

pure and magical 

and right about 

hearing our chil-

dren read not only 

God's word but this amazing story of 

how it all began with Jesus.ò 

This year the Sunday School will again 

present the traditional telling of the 

Christmas story that was written three 

years ago by Janice Waters. The pro-

gram utilizes all the students of the 

Sunday School from Pre-Kindergarten 

through 6th grade. Younger children 

are angels, third graders act the charac-

ters in the story, and fourth through 

sixth graders serve as narrators. 

Director of Music Ed Dettling helps 

with the music, teaching students and 

Sunday School teachers the songs they 

will sing. During the presentation, the 

congregation participates by singing 

traditional Christmas songs.  

According to Mrs. Mirabella, pageant 

practice begins immediately after 

Thanksgiving, with Sunday School stu-

dents taking a few moments from their 

class time each week to prepare. There 

is a final rehearsal in the church on the 

Saturday before the 

program is presented 

to the congregation. 

This year, Mrs. Mira-

bella said there is talk 

of adding some scen-

ery, animals, and 

getting the ñangelsò 

more involved. 

ñI love children, so 

to me the effort is 

worth it because 

they enjoy it, it makes memories for 

them and helps to connect them not 

only to God but to their congrega-

tion as well. I think hearing and 

seeing the children make people 

stop and remember.... yes, this is 

the reason for the season. God's 

words spoken through a child's 

voice is powerful to me. I hope oth-

ers get something of the same from 

it as well.ò 
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There is something pure and 
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hearing our children read 

not only God's word but this 
amazing story of how it all 
began with Jesus.ó 
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Prepare the Way for Christmas Postcard  

D onôt be surprised if a neighbor asks you about the postcard they 

received letting them know about our 

Advent and Christmas ministries and 

worship times. This is a first -time mail-

ing to those in communities surround-

ing the church. Better yet before they 

mention it, why donôt you let them 

know the schedule before the card ar-

rives? 

I am happy to report that two vacancies 

on the Asset Management Committee 

have been filled with the appointments 

of Ryan Faley and Bob Seitz by the 

Church Council. They will stand for 

election to a regular term at next Mayôs 

Congregational Meeting. Please thank 

them for their service in overseeing 

Resurrectionôs investments.  

Resolution approved by the Council: 

ñthat the Council directs that the Chair-

persons of the Special Missions and 

Stewardship Committees take steps to 

inform the congregation of this short-

fall and to encourage the congregation 

to increase their giving to Special Mis-

sions so that the Special Missions re-

ceipts budget is met by the end of this 

fiscal year (June 30, 2011.)ò 

The Worship & Music Committee has 

recommended that we return to the 

natural beauty of a real tree in the 

chancel for this Christmas. The real vs. 

artificial tree preference on both sides 

is as passionate a discussion at times as 

paper vs. plastic. Regardless of your 

view and all the beautiful decorations 

aside, the focus will be on the real baby 

in the manger.  

Linda and I wish you a Christmas filled 

with the kind of joy only this baby can 

bring.  

 

Mission Possible 
 
We, of the Special Missions Committee, 

would like to take this opportunity to 

both inform and challenge you, our 

Congregation. 

The Special Missions budget is deter-

mined each year after the annual 

budget is set. Eighteen percent of the 

annual budget is then designated as the 

Special Missions budget. The Missions 

Committee decides how and where to 

allocate the monies given us. Once we 

have informed our missions of the 

Lloyd Wardley  

is President of Resurrection and presides 

over our Church Council. 

money we will be providing to them for 

the year, we cannot let them down. We 

have not reached our goal for Missions 

in years! Instead, the shortfall has been 

covered by the "Current" portion of our 

weekly offering envelopes. The shortfall 

over the last five years averages more 

than $29,000 per year.  

 With the economic situation as it has 

been this year, we may not have the 

excess funds in Current needed to cover 

our deficit, and so we are asking for 

your help. Our Missions depend on us 

for continued support so that they can 

help bring the Power and Saving Grace 

of Jesus to so many in need. They have 

been the longstanding strength and 

blessing of our church. Please prayer-

fully consider increasing your overall 

pledge to Missions or making one-time 

or periodic gifts to help.  

This Advent Season the Special Mis-

sions Committee will be selling glow-

ing Stars which will be placed on the 

balcony to brighten our Christmas Sea-

son as did the Star of Bethlehem. Please 

give as much as you can in buying stars 

as you lead our way to meeting our mis-

sions budget. 

 

The Special Missions Committee 

http://www.resgc.org/nib
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Countdown Christmas 
with Advent at The Life  

C hristmas is coming! Itôs no coinci-dence that Christmas is calendared 

in December, the darkest month of the 

year. An important season in the 

church, it is a time when the ñLight of 

the World,ò Jesus, was sent to fill our 

lives with hope and light. Advent, 

which means ñcoming,ò starts on the 

fourth Sunday before Christmas Day 

and begins the eventual celebration of 

anticipation and preparation of Jesusô 

birth.  

Celebrate Advent at The Life Church 

with family -oriented, spiritually uplift-

ing activities centered on its Thursday 

evening worship opportunities, the 

Westbury community and the joyous 

swirl of the holiday season. Pastor 

Justin Vetrano of The Life invites you 

to light -filled, special events to 

ñPrepare the Way,ò starting Thursday, 

Dec. 2nd. Enjoy a family-style dinner at 

6 p.m., followed at 6:30 by crafty Ad-

vent Wreath Making with seasonal-

scented pine, fresh evergreens and 

boughs of holly. Then light the first 

candle of Advent in the Sanctuary at 

the 7 p.m. worship service. 

Sunday, Dec. 5th, starting at 5 p.m., The 

Life rivals Rockefeller Center with a 

Tree Lighting Festival that includes 

lighting up a 75-foot Oriental spruce 

with 8,000 lights, Resurrectionôs hand-

bell choir, hotdogs, popcorn, cotton 

candy, Christmas carols, cookies, hot 

chocolate and more, starting at 5 p.m. 

And thereôll be sugar and spice and eve-

rything nice at The Lifeôs Christmas 

Cookie Baking Batch, Thursday, Dec. 

9th, starting at 6 p.m. Circle your calen-

dar for good old-fashioned tasty fun! 

Itôs beginning to look a lot like Christ-

mas with The Lifeôs Preschool Christ-

mas Sing-Along Concert highlighted by 

a special visit by St. NicholasðThe 

Bishop of Myra, Thursday, Dec. 16th, 

starting at 6 p.m.  

Advent just gets brighter and brighter 

at The Life. Come join the celebration. 

The Life Church is located at One Old 

Westbury Rd., on Jericho Tpke., in Old 

Westbury. All are welcome Thursdays, 

beginning with a free family -style Din-

ner at 6 p.m., followed by Worship and 

Holy Communion at 7 p.m. For more 

information, call 516.746.4426, visit 

resgc.org or thelifeny.org.   

In Preparing for Jesus, best-selling au-

thor and master storyteller Walter 

Wangerin Jr. recreates verbal images of 

the events surrounding the Advent of 

Christ, offering a devotional journey into 

the heart of the Christmas season. This 

Advent and Christmas devotional takes 

the reader day-by-day through the ma-

jor events and characters leading up to 

the birth of Jesus. (36 meditations.)  

Through rich detail and vivid images, 

these moving meditations make Christ's 

birth both intimate and immediate, 

allowing us to see Christmas from its 

original happening to its perennial re-

currence in our hearts. Preparing for 

Jesus is sure to be a seasonal classic, 

treasured year after year. 

Excerpt from the book:   

òWhoõs coming? Whatõs his name? 

Whatõll he be like? Whatõs he going 

to do? 

People prepare. Christians examine 

themselves. They clean up their 

lives, interior and exterior, making 

themselves ready to meet the hero 

at his coming. So kindled are many 

emotions that good hearts break 

into song both in heaven and on 

earth, waiting, waiting for . . .ó 

See Pastor Browning or Ginny DeMille to get your 

copy of this Advent devotional for yourself or a 

friend. 

Janice Lamback  

is active on the Missions Committee and in 

Adult Choir. She sings Christmas carols all 

year round, òPreparing the Way.ó 

The congregation receives a visit from St. Nicholas.                                      

http://www.resgc.org
http://www.thelifeny.org











