
W orship is important. In so 
many ways, our lives as indi-

vidual Christians and our collective 
life as a faith community are centered 
in what happens during the hour or 
so that we come together to celebrate 
and share the miracle of Christ 
through worship. The worship service 
calls us out of our everyday lives in 
this world and promises us that we 
are a part of something that is liter-
ally out-of-this-world. Then in the 
Word and in the Communion Meal, 
God delivers on that promise. He 
gives us the other-worldly gifts of 
forgiveness and life everlasting. He 
gives us eternity. He gives us resur-
rection. He gives us the greatest gift 
he could possibly give; he gives us 
himself. Needless to say, nothing is 
more important than that.   
This month as we focus on the wor-
ship life at our congregation, I ask 
you to consider three items:     
  
In worship God is doing the pri-
mary work .  
  
Sometimes we may think of worship 
as something that we do. We think of 
worship as our act of showing God 
reverence and awe. That is certainly a 
part of worship, but only a part. Wor-
ship is first and foremost, above all 
else, about God coming to us and ac-
complishing his special work in our 
lives through the gifts of the worship 
service. The best description I have 
heard of the miracle of Christian wor-
ship comes from the introduction to 
one of the Lutheran hymnals:  
  

The rhythm of our worship is 
from God to us, and then from 
us back to God. He gives his 

gifts, and together we receive 
and extol them. We build one 
another up as we speak to one 
another in psalms, hymns, and 
spiritual songs. Our Lord gives 
us his body to eat and his blood 
to drink. Finally his blessing 
moves us out into our calling, 
where his gifts have their frui-
tion.  
  

We call our worship the Divine Ser-
vice because the Divine One serves us 
with his unique gifts. The value of 
that unique work in our lives cannot 
be overestimated.   
      
The Big Secret ðAll of our wor-
ship services are really the 
same .  

  
We have traditional services on Sun-
day morning and contemporary ser-
vices on Saturday evening at Resur-
rection and Thursday evening at The 
Life. At all four of our weekly worship 
services, the key components and the 
overall flow are identical. At every 
service, we celebrate the gift of for-
giveness. We always hear the Word 
read and proclaimed. We always con-
fess who we are and what we believe 
as Godôs people through a creed. We 
always share the miracle of Christôs 
presence in the Communion Meal. 
That being established, each service 
does come in its own unique package. 
The music and the means that are 
used to present the wonderful reality 
of Christ with us in our worship ser-
vices are varied in the hopes that we 
will be able to reach as many people 
as possible.   
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Bring an Extra Grocery Item  

W hen you see Roxanne Oellrich 

and Nancy McDonald, please 

thank them and their team for creating 

such a beautiful Christmas setting in 

the sanctuary. It took a lot of thought 

and hard work. Adding to this was the 

display of stars on the balcony wall. 

These stars were bought by members, 

the proceeds of which went to help 

fund our missions programs. So not 

only were the stars nice to look at, it 

also was a visual testament of our mis-

sion support.  

Hereôs a New Yearôs resolution that 

wonôt take any more of your time but 

will make you both a missionary and a 

steward of Resurrection. Each week 

when you are at the grocery store, buy 

just one more nonperishable item. If 

youôre buying a can of vegetables, just 

buy a second one. If you are buying a 

bottle of juice, buy a second one. Then 

while youôre coming to church anyway, 

bring that extra item and put it in the 

food carts in the narthex or by the 

kitchen. Your response for the Thanks-

giving food appeal was overwhelming 

but those less fortunate also need to eat 

year round. On average, 150-200 fami-

lies worship each week. Imagine the 

good that one can per family each week 

would do. 

If you are in need of medical assist 

equipment, please contact the Parish 

Nurse before you buy. Members have 

donated both brand new and barely 

used crutches, walkers of all styles, and 

other items for use by those in need. 

You might save yourself some money 

and help to free up space in my attic. 

 

Eleven years ago SAIL (Seniors Acting 

in Love) was created by individuals 

interested in establishing a social outlet 

for seniors.  Over these years we have 

provided entertainment and luncheons 

for seniors.  We always have a devotion 

at our meetings and we joyfully praise 

God for continuing to bless us and our 

organization.   One of our monthly goals 

is to provide some type of mission pro-

ject .  September found us making per-

sonal donations to The Life to help pro-

vide air conditioning for the sanctuary. 

Laura Bauer was gracious enough to 

Lloyd Wardley  

serves as President of Resurrection & 

The Life and presides over Church 

Council.  

provide an update on the activities at 

The Life.   

 In October we collected calendars and 

greeting cards which were delivered to 

the Holly Patterson Home.   We encour-

aged the congregation to join in with 

SAIL and were delighted with the over-

whelming response.    

November provided an opportunity for 

us to contribute to the New Life Center 

with food for the Thanksgiving baskets. 

We had many laughs while 

watching the old TV pro-

gram starring Molly Gold-

berg.  Brought back a lot of 

memories! 

 The December meeting is 

always a joy as we 

sang  Christmas carols and 

enjoyed  a holiday luncheon.  We 

brought in our pennies that we have 

been collecting, which are donated to 

the International Heifer Fund.    

 The SAIL meetings have become a so-

cial gathering for Resurrection mem-

bers and many friends and 

neighbors.  We find this a great out-

reach and pray that we will continue to 

SAIL along in the years ahead.    

Ruth Chisholm  

Is a longtime member, served on Resur-

rectionõs Church Plant team, and co-

chairs the Christmas Fair. 

Seniors Connect 
and Reach out to 
Others  
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Getting to Know our  
Worship Team  

òAnd if our God is for us, then who 

could ever stop us. And if our God is 

with us, then what could stand 

against.ó  

These words from the chorus of 

Chris Tomlinõs song òOur Godó re-

mind us of the awesome power of 

our Godñour God who stands with 

us and for us.  

Worshipping God is not a Sunday-

morning-only experience. Each and 

every day, by what you do and say, 

you either bring glory to God, or not. 

Itõs important for us to always praise 

and glorify God in all we do. 

Whether your preference in music is 

more traditional or contemporary, 

having Christian music, particularly 

worship music, playing in your car or 

at your desk is a great way to keep 

your mind focused on the things of 

God.  

Tomlinõs latest release, òAnd If Our 

God Is For Uséó is a great album to 

let play all day! Tomlin is one of the 

most well-known and respected 

worship musicians of our era and 

has a mind and heart for God. We 

play many of his songs during our 

Saturday worship service. 

Next time youõre out and about, pop 

in Tomlinõs album, or any other wor-

ship album and may your thoughts 

turn toward God at all times. 

Ed Dettling Jr. 
  

Y ou may not see the Music Director 

sitting behind the massive church 

organ or grand piano. However, Ed 

Dettling has been a very visible har-

monic voice of reason developing and 

expanding the churchôs music ministry 

for nearly 20 years. His joy-filled re-

hearsals are peppered with practice, 

prayer and laughter. I sat with him re-

cently:  

Why is music an important aspect 

of worship?  

I think through music, all of the les-

sons, as well as the themes of the day 

can be expressed in a form that relates 

to people on a simpler level.  

How does the music team encour-

age you?  

We are extremely blessed to have very 

skilled musicians help run the music 

program. Ken Meyn is just a tremen-

dous musician, with the handbell choir 

and taking over when Iôm away. At the 

same time, Elisabeth Erb is extremely 

accomplished; expanded our music 

ministry with the childrenôs groups, our 

Saturday night service; and playing at 

THE LIFE. Two newest members of the 

team are Karen Schoenfeld with 

Cherub Choir, and Lisa Dettling with 

the Joyful Praise Choir. It is a particu-

lar joy to have my daughter involved 

and see her using her musical abilities 

to lead a choir as well as play the piano 

and flute to the glory of God.  

Your vision for the choirs?  

To involve more people. Itôs not a situa-

tion ever at Resurrection where a per-

son has to feel they must try out or pass 

some kind of a special entrance singing 

exam to be part of the group. 

Yes, I hope we grow.  

I would love that as well. Our church 

choir is a wonderful collection of dedi-

cated Christians, a fun group to work 

with. You may not realize how much joy 

you can get out of being part of a group 

like that. But I hope we continue to 

have childrenôs choirs that speak the 

word of God through their perspective. 

The same with the bell choirðeach has 

a message to tellðeach presented dif-

ferently, but beneficial to everyone. 

Itôs my therapy! 

I find it too! And Iôve said this to the 

choirðwhen you get to Thursday 

nights, youôre dozing on the train won-

dering whatôs the energy level going to 

be like? But once in church, itôs uplift-

ing and the energy is always renewed. 

Itôs a joy to be part of that. Itôs been a 

joy and continues to be a joy for me. 

Even though, Iôve never been able to sit 

with my family in the congregation, itôs 

something I just canôt see myself not 

being involved in, in some way. So, 

weôll keep trying. Weôll keep working at 

it. With Godôs blessingðand Iôm sure 

Heôll continue to bless what weôre doing 

hereðthe ministry with Ken, Elisabeth,  

(Continued on page 4) 

Ed Dettling Jr. 

And If Our God Is For Us, Chris Tomlin, available 

on iTunes, Amazon,com, or your local Christian 

bookstore. 


